Art, Culture & Architecture in Early Modern China and Japan
Part 1: Ming Dynasty Art & Porcelain

Go to http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/ming/hd_ming.htm
1. Read the information on this page to answer the questions below:
a. How did the rise of the Ming government affect art in its time?

b. In what ways was Ming Dynasty painting similar to calligraphy?

2. Choose any 1 of the items shown as thumbnails. Double click on each of your choices individually.  Complete the chart below, describing each:
	Sketch of the object (COLOR)
	Name/Title & Date produced
	Its significance (What can we learn about China from examining this artifact?)

	
	
	


Part 2: The Forbidden City
Go to http://www.kinabaloo.com/forbidden_city.html to answer the following questions:
1. When was the Forbidden City built?  By whom?

2. How large is the Forbidden City complex?

3. At the right, click on the link for “Forbidden City: History”.  Briefly describe the meaning/symbolism behind the following elements that can be found in the palace design:

a. the color purple-
b. symmetrical design-
c. central clustering of buildings-
d. southward-facing direction-

4. How many workers did it take to build the complex?  How long?
5. In the box provided, draw a picture of the Forbidden City 
(whatever view you prefer—ex: front, side, aerial, etc.).

6. Click on the links to the right to see a MAP and to browse through pictures of different parts of the complex.  What similarities do you see to western style architecture (ex: the Palace of Versailles-- http://en.chateauversailles.fr/homepage )?  And how is the Forbidden City different?  
a. Similarities—


b. Differences—
Part 4: Tokugawa Art & Theater
Go to http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/hd/edop/hd_edop.htm
1. Read the information on this page to answer the following questions:

a. How did feudalism (& its social class structure) in Tokugawa Japan affect the arts?


b. How did Japan’s self-imposed isolation in this time influence art movements?



c. Name 3 different genres of Japanese art that came out of this time period.
2. Choose any ONE of the items shown as thumbnails. Double click on your choice.  Describe the work below:

	Picture of the object (COLOR)
	Name/Title & Date produced
	Its significance (What can we learn about Japan from examining this artifact?)

	
	
	


Part 5: Japanese Castle Architecture
Go to http://www.orientalarchitecture.com/japan/himeji/himejicastle.php to answer the following questions:  (More pictures available at http://www.greatbuildings.com/buildings/Himeji_Castle.html)
1. When was the Himeji Castle built?  By whom was it built?

2. When materials for completing the building of the castle became 
scarce, where did the engineers turn to for more materials?


3. List two interesting facts about the design of the castle, and 
what do each tell you about the culture or values of 
Tokugawa Japan.
 
a.
b.  

4. Sketch a picture of the Himeji Castle to the right.


