
“An ABC for Baby Patriots” 

 

-Mrs. Ernest Ames wrote “An ABC for Baby Patriots” in 1899.  Go to the following website to view the entire 

children’s book.  http://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00086056/00001 

(Google search the book title; the link will come up) 

-Read through the book and then complete the following assignment. 

 

1. Select any five letters.  Analyze the pictures and verse that corresponds with the letter.  Note any 

connections or ironies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Describe how Great Britain is portrayed.  Contrast Great Britain’s image to the image of the other 

nations/ “foreigners” in the book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Give examples of the racist attitude present in the book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ufdc.ufl.edu/UF00086056/00001


4. How is the book paternalistic (how is the book acting as if it knows best for the foreigners/ colonials)?  

Explain and give examples. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Is there any evidence of the “White man’s burden” shown in the text of the children’s book?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 


